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ect = Roars of salt used for aE 
Tr Abyssinia 


Ospina, Rifense BR. 


Pouyiliso™ St.] 


MEMBERS’ WRITING ROOM a o. 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF MINING : 
AND METALLURGIGAL ENGINEERS 


TWENTY-NINE WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET - , 
NEW YORK 
A 
April 16th, 1934. 
Curator, pa wd Ter ae Ae eee ea ee 
- - vs ee ee ty > Wie by 
American Numismatic Society, te ake 
Broadway & 156th Street, Panter gt = kalen, 
New York, N. ¥. | bes" we ie, ears Oe 


My dear Sir: 


@ ie 
ee 


in case number twenty, labled: “Bar of Salt eae 
/ ai ete 


in Soyaeiniesns. i. showed Like to learn more about 


a medium of exchange. — ; roa Hear Be 


Will you be kind ea an refer me 


phases that this comodity has served mankind. “Itehali 


greatful for whatever information you can make 


Alfonso Ospina R. 
541 West 150th Street 
New York, ee a 


April 18, 1934. ._ 


Alfonso Ospina R. 
o41 West loOth Street 
New York City. 


Dear Sir: Paha soe | 


Your favor concerning the salt bars at 
‘hand. ‘These have been used for smell change in 
Abyssinia for many years and are still used to 
‘the »resent day. Also salt is used in Yunnan, 
China. References for this can be found in the 
American Journal of Numismti¢e¢s, vol. 13, page 
56. In Abysinnia I have the following references: 
Goin Collectors Journal, Yol. V, page 99, American 
Journal of Numismities, Vol. III, page 30, Vol. 
XXVII, page 19, Numismatic Chronicle, London, 
Vol. II, 1839, page 65, United States Consular 
Report 1911. The Abysinnian pieces go under the 
name of Amole or Tsho. They come from Ma:sowah 
and Tigre. They tass from five to ten cents toa 
thaler. You will find references to them in 
‘v rious books of travellers to that country. I 
think Gordon McCreagh mentions them. He gave us 
the two or three broken pieces that we have. 
Anita Torbes when up here one day had quite a lot 
to say about them. If you wiSh to pursue the 
subject we huve an extensive library here, in- 
cluding the references I have given you. If you 
wish a photograph of the bar it would cost 3.00. 


Very truly yours, 


Hw:JG Curator 


